Electrophysiological disorders in multiple sclerosis and optic neuritis.
Visual evoked response (VER), auditory brainstem evoked response (ABER), somatosensory evoked response (SSER), blink reflex and electronystagmographic (ENG) investigative methods were applied to a group of 89 patients with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and Optic Neuritis (ON). The MS patients were classified as definite (n = 31), probable (n = 31) and possible (n = 27). The aim of this study was to determine the diagnostic value of the five electrophysiological tests in MS. VER and ABER recordings were found to reveal the highest number of asymptomatic abnormalities (33 and 31 percent respectively). The combination of VER, ABER and ENG revealed all possible electrophysiological disorders. As these tests are completely non-invasive it is proposed, that a combination of two of these three tests is useful for the detection of a second silent lesion in patients with suspected MS showing purely spinal signs (VER, ENG, ABER) and/or a history of uncomplicated ON (ABER, ENG).